
CSA Mock Exam 2 ​:  ​administered on AP Live 05/06/2020 
Question 2: Methods & Control Structures plus open-ended question 
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(b)  
 
A programmer would like to add a method ​checkValidLength​ that will utilize the ​recombine​ method 
and determine if the newly formed string is considered ​valid​.  A recombined string is considered ​valid​ if its 
length is less than at least one of the originally paired words.  
 
For example, the original words "apple" and "pear" would result in a recombined word "apar".  The recombined 
"apar" would be considered ​valid​ because the length of "apar" is less than the length of "apple".  The original 
words "pear" and "apple" would result in the recombined word "peple".  The recombined word "peple" would 
not be considered ​valid​ because its length is not less than "pear" or "apple". 
 
Write a description of how you would implement the ​checkValidLength​ so that it returns true if a pair of 
words is valid. 
 
Make sure to include the following in your response.  

● Write the method header for the ​checkValidLength​ method. 
● Identify any new, existing, or modified variables or methods from the ​WordScrambler​ class that 

could be called to support this modification.  ​Do not write the program code for this change. 
● Identify any local variables that would be required within the ​checkValidLength​ method and 

describe how each would be implemented.​  Do not write the program code for this change. 
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END OF THE MOCK EXAM 
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